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First World War in history and today  

Linking the past to the present and expectations for the future  

   

Questions below are designed to make evident how the past is a part of our contemporary 
society. The questions can be answered individually, in pairs or in groups of three students.  

 

Tasks:  

1  

Who is to blame for the outbreak of World War One, and why?  

Discuss with a classmate or write an essay based upon some of the articles and 
your textbook 

2  

National historiography  

a. Can you find any nationalistic tendencies in the texts from Germany and 
England? 
 
b. What do you think is impossible to write about the war in England and Germany 
today? 

3  

World War III?  

What factors for a future World War can you find in the world today? Discuss what 
structural and personal factors that might spark another Great War?  

4 

Trail the casualties of war on gapminder.org 
a. Select countries by clicking their names to the right. Start with selecting United 
Kingdom and Germany.  
b. Pose a hypothesis on how life expectancy and income developed in the time 
period of World War I. What do you expect to find? 
c. Click play and see the results. How do the results match your hypothesis? 
d. Trail also Poland, Sweden and Spain. How were they affected by the war? 
e. Try to link the statistics in Gapminder to the texts you have read. How do you 
think the impacts of World War I can affect historical writing?  
f. Deselect all countries. Press play and follow the historic developments in the 
world. What do you find as interesting? Is the world becoming a better place?  

 

https://media.sodis.de/ehisto/wwI/articles/DAMALS_article_en.pdf
https://media.sodis.de/ehisto/wwI/articles/BBC_History_Magazine_article_en.pdf
http://www.gapminder.org/world/#$majorMode=chart$is;shi=t;ly=2003;lb=f;il=t;fs=11;al=30;stl=t;st=t;nsl=t;se=t$wst;tts=C$ts;sp=5.59290322580644;ti=2012$zpv;v=0$inc_x;mmid=XCOORDS;iid=phAwcNAVuyj1jiMAkmq1iMg;by=ind$inc_y;mmid=YCOORDS;iid=phAwcNAVuyj2tPLxKvvnNPA;by=ind$inc_s;uniValue=8.21;iid=phAwcNAVuyj0XOoBL_n5tAQ;by=ind$inc_c;uniValue=255;gid=CATID0;by=grp$map_x;scale=log;dataMin=283;dataMax=110808$map_y;scale=lin;dataMin=18;dataMax=87$map_s;sma=49;smi=2.65$cd;bd=0$inds=;example=75

