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Columbus and the "Discovery" of the "New World" 

Media critical analysis: Germany - England 

  

 

Illustrations play a major part in history magazines. The German magazine "GEO-EPOCHE. 

The Magazine for History. The Age of Discoverers“ added six large-size pictures to the 

article "Beyond the horizon” (2007). In the following tasks the role of the illustrations for the 

adequate presentation of Columbus is to be considered. 

 

 

 

Tasks 

1  

Working with the timeline 

Using the timeline, you can discover more about the illustrations of the GEO-

EPOCHE article "Beyond the horizon” (2007). In addition, you can find pictures from 

the German magazine "G/Geschichte" and from an English magazine. 

Arrange the pictures on the timeline according to their time of origin and try to 

answer the following questions with the help of the enclosed information: 

a. Is there a picture from an eyewitness? 

b. When were most of the pictures shown in the magazine created? 

c. On what, do you think, are the pictures - from the 19th century and their depiction 

of Columbus as well as the scenes from the crossing - based? Discuss the problem. 

d. Discuss: Can the pictures from the 19th century be considered 

as historic documents for Columbus and his time? 

 

https://media.sodis.de/ehisto/columbus/articles/GEOEPOCHE_photo_series_en.pdf
http://learningapps.org/watch?v=pax72d8pk
https://media.sodis.de/ehisto/columbus/articles/GEOEPOCHE_photo_series_en.pdf
https://media.sodis.de/ehisto/columbus/articles/GEOEPOCHE_photo_series_en.pdf
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2  

Exploring the historical background of the pictures 

If we want to analyse a picture made in the past, we have to collect a lot of 

information about it. 

a. Think of questions which could be relevant for the analysis in general and for the 

question if the picture can be considered as a historic source for the event in 

particular. Try to answer these questions with the help of the captions from the 

magazine GEO-EPOCHE. Which information is missing? 

b. Speculate: Why have the editors of the magazine chosen only pictures from the 
19th century and not also the oldest image sources which exist and which can also 
be found on the timeline? 

c. Why, do you think, haven't the editors of the magazine included all necessary 

information about the pictures? Speculate or ask the magazine's editor. 

 

 

3  

Analysing the textbook 

What illustrations of Columbus and the discovery of the sea route to "India" can you 

find in your textbook? 

a. Make a list of the information the textbook provides about pictures. Is it enough to 

decide the picture is a historic source? Is it enough to carefully analyse the picture 

as a historic document? 

b. Discuss: Is more emphasis placed on the use of historic image sources in the 

textbooks or in the magazines? 

 

 

4  

Analysing and working with captions 

a. Some captions in the magazine "GEO-EPOCHE" are rather inaccurate and do not 

mention important information. In your opinion, which information should always be 

given so that the reader can get a clear impression of the picture and its relation to 

the depicted historical event? 

b. Try to find better captions for the pictures used in the magazine. They should 

https://media.sodis.de/ehisto/columbus/articles/GEOEPOCHE_photo_series_en.pdf
https://media.sodis.de/ehisto/columbus/articles/GEOEPOCHE_photo_series_en.pdf
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illustrate whether the pictures can be considered as historic sources of the depicted 
event or not. 
Tip: Use the information given in the timeline. 

 

 

 

 

http://learningapps.org/watch?v=pax72d8pk

